224'          MAN'S*LIABILITY TO ERR EVEN          [ix

be considered apart from that of the fulfilment of
our duties, and lies within the domain of man's
moral faculties. Even a heathen poet could say,
Video meliora prorogue, deteriora, seqiior, " I see
the better and approve, the worse I follow," words
curiously analogous to those in which St. Paul
describes the condition of a conscientious man
who seeks to attain justification by obedience to
the moral law. The knowledge of good and evil
belongs to our moral nature, and may accordingly
be treated of by the aid of our natural faculties.
Of course the kind of faculties called into play in
such a treatment are quite different from those
exerted in the study of geometry or physics, but
it does not therefore follow that they are other
than natural powers of the mind.

But though this be so it does not therefore follow
but that we may be immensely assisted even in the
mere knowledge of duty by a supernatural revelation
if such there be. The duties I have here under con-
sideration are what may be called moral duties as
distinguished from positive institutions. It has been
said that some things are right because they have
been commanded, and some things have been com-
manded because they are right, and it is the latter
class of duties with which alone I am here concerned.
But even as regards these, though they lie, as I have
said, within the domain of our natural powers, there